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Welcome!
At Dymocks Children’s Charities we are aware that these are extraordinary times.
Globally we are experiencing unprecedented health and financial effects as the
result of Coronavirus (COVID-19), and the not-for-profit sector is certainly not
exempt from this. Our Charity had to make the responsible choice for the health
and safety of patrons by postponing our biggest fundraiser event, The Great
Debate, this year. We thank all those involved for the support and understanding
you have provided, and we hope you can join us next year.
Where appropriate, we will ensure the continuity of our literacy support programs.
Never before has the need been greater, or the circumstances more challenging,
and our team have adapted our approach accordingly. Read on to see how the
development of a new Program ‘Books for Homes’ will help support vulnerable
children around Australia.
In the past few months communities across Australia have experienced hardship
due to drought and severe bushfires. But times of uncertainty can bring out the
best in people, and it has demonstrated what we can do as a nation when we band
together to help those affected by disaster. A heartfelt Thank You to all our donors
who made it possible for us to respond to schools and communities in need in
the aftermath of the bushfires. Your contribution allowed our
team to respond quickly and be nimble with our approach.
Please refer to page 3 for more on how we have been able to
contribute to the bushfire relief and recovery effort.
I hope the wonderful stories in this edition can showcase
some of the Programs we were able deliver most recently. We
couldn’t have done it without you. From all of us at Dymocks
Children’s Charities, thank you for your tireless support!

Follow our journey on
Instagram!

Evelyn Liu,
General Manager

@DymocksChildrensCharities

A New Program - Books for Homes
In response to the numerous and
new challenges currently facing
our society, we have developed a
new program - Books for Homes.
This new program will support
primary school aged children in
priority locations in their home
environment. Each child will
receive a book or books of their
choice to keep and use at home.
The program is currently focused
on supporting children impacted
by COVID-19 (coronavirus). It
aims to provide books to support
children who have limited or no

access to school facilities, local
libraries and have few or no books
of their own. Schools face the
unprecedented task of swiftly
supporting home-based learning
with limited resources. We have
developed this new program to
support schools and families in
need where we can.

Just $10 will provide at least
one book for a child to keep in
their home.
We want to put more books into
the hands of vulnerable children
around Australia and with your

support we can. If you are able,
please click here to donate today.
Thank you.

The Great Debate - Update
We have postponed our 15th annual gala dinner The Great Debate.
We had originally hoped to hold the event later in the year, in October,
however, as the situation is changing rapidly with Coronavirus (COVID-19)
and it is likely to remain uncertain for some weeks to come, we have
decided to move the date to 30th April 2021. We have made this
decision in order to provide greater certainty for our debaters, sponsors,
volunteers and guests.
All tickets will be transferred across to this new date. We are enormously
grateful to Abbey Bridal, King Street Design, our Silver Sponsors Bartier
Perry Lawyers and Ian Harvey and Top Print for their continued support.
Please contact us if you have any queries regarding the event via
info@dymockschildrenscharities.org.au

Book Bonus 2020 - Raise Money by Reading!
Book Bonus 2020 has begun, and
our junior fundraisers are already
raising money by reading!
Book Bonus is a unique online
readathon program, & the only
program officially linked to the
NSW Premiers Reading Challenge.
The objective of Book Bonus is
to ensure as many children as
possible can participate in the
NSW Premiers Reading Challenge.
Students obtain sponsorship for
reading, and the amount raised
is delivered in brand new books
for their school. We also match

the amount raised and supply the
same amount in brand new books
to another school in need - so
student fundraising is effectively
doubled, and the schools and
classrooms of NSW have more
books. Students who raise over
$50 will also receive a FREE book
bag.
In addition, the top three
fundraisers in NSW will receive a
book pack each for them to keep,
and an additional amount as a
bonus for their school. Find out
more at www.bookbonus.org.au
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Bushfires Appeal Update We are enormously grateful to
everyone who donated to our
emergency Bushfires Appeal
earlier this year. A $30,000 grant
from the Phillips Foundation gave
the appeal an early boost, while
donations from the Dymocks
store network and many private
individuals meant we raised
over $166,700 which means over
$333,400 worth of books in the
hands of children affected by the
bushfires.
In the weeks immediately
following the bushfires, we were
able to provide books to children in
a number of different communities,
including Eden, Cobargo,
Bateman’s Bay and Gippsland.
After consulting with coordinators
on the ground, we supplied books
for care packs being delivered to
evacuation centres, and books for
backpacks which also included
other essential items such as pens
and pencils, exercise books, lunch
boxes and drink bottles. We also

developed a new Activity Book List
so we could supply activity books
to help keep children entertained
and engaged during a very difficult
time.
Receiving these books provided
a much-needed boost to these
communities, as the teacher at
Kangaroo Island Community
Education told us “I am blown away
by the generosity here. Both myself
and our leaders are extremely
grateful for the support that you are
offering with the books.”
Over the past two months we
have worked alongside various
community groups who have
coordinated the delivery of more
books to schools and communities
and are currently working with a
further 13 schools to supply books
to children in New South Wales,
Victoria and South Australia.

to receive their books, some
programs will take longer to
deliver. Some schools will have
more complex needs, and some
will need to be rebuilt. We will
have books available to restock
their classrooms and libraries,
when they are ready. The current
uncertainty surrounding COVID-19
(coronavirus) has naturally
made this process even more
challenging, but the need has
never been greater, and we
will continue to support these
communities in the weeks and
months ahead.
“Your news has made my year so
far - literacy is so important to us at
our school and this donation will go
so far!” Principal - Talbingo Public
School.

There is much work still to be
done; whilst 28 communities
have received or are about
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Board News
Congratulations to our incredible
Board Member Annette Jamieson
for completing the 2020 Rottnest
Channel Swim!! Annette swam
19.7km across open water, and
raised over $2,500 for Djidi Djidi
Aboriginal School in Bunbury WA.
This means we will be able to
deliver over $5,000 worth of books
to these children.

number of years, I am very excited
to have a more hands on role in
helping to provide Aussie kids with
opportunities to develop a passion
for reading and improve their
literacy skills.”
We look forward to working more
closely with Shane and thank him
for his support.

Annette will step down from our
Board in June. We are so grateful
to her for her service over many
years and we wish her well in
her future endeavours. We are
delighted to welcome our newest
Board Member Shane Lloyd. As
Shane told us: "After supporting
Dymocks Children’s Charities for a

Bill Collins Legacy
Last year, Australia’s ‘Mr Movies’
Bill Collins OAM sadly passed
away, and his family invited people
to donate to Dymocks Children’s
Charities in lieu of sending flowers.
Over $2,200 was raised which
enabled us to deliver two literacy
programs; a Library Regeneration
program and a Duck Library. Over
$4,000 worth of books were sent
to 223 children at Culburra Public
School and Wayeela Cooinda PreSchool.
Both of these schools are in the
Nowra region where Bill lived for
a number of years. We recently
had the privilege of visiting both
schools with members of Bill’s
family to celebrate these book
donations.
Bill was passionate about reading
and literacy for children. These
books are his lasting legacy;
providing books to many children
who would otherwise miss out.
They will help fulfil his wishes of
promoting a love of books and
reading from an early age.
The Collins family would like to
thank everyone who donated to
make these programs possible.
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Spotlight On - Story Dogs
One of the ways we increase
our reach and impact is to
collaborate with other like-minded
organisations. Our partnership with
Story Dogs Australia is one such
example. Their mission is to make
reading fun for children, so they
become confident lifelong readers.
They believe no child should be
left behind in literacy. Volunteers
visit schools with specially trained
companion dogs, and children
read to them.

became over $36,000 worth of
brand new books to support their
reading programs. You can find out
more about the wonderful work of
Story Dogs Australia at
www.storydogs.org.au

Animals are ideal reading
companions because they
promote relaxation and lower
blood pressure, do not judge,
laugh or criticise and allow
children to proceed at their own
pace. Results have shown how
much children benefit enormously
from the experience. Providing
much needed books for volunteers
to take to schools is one way
we can help them achieve their
mission.
At Christmas, our friends at Story
Dogs Australia raised over $9,000
through their Appeal. Dymocks
Sydney matched this amount
and so did we, meaning $9,000

Pilot Reading Program Launches with Department of Education
We have been collaborating
with the Premiers Reading
Challenge (PRC), the Department
of Education and Wriveted to
develop a ‘Pilot Reading Program’
to help students identify which
books are suited to their interests
and reading levels. In March, our
General Manager, Evelyn Liu was
invited to McCallums Hill Public
School to attend a ‘Reading Pilot
Program’ to help students identify
which books are suited to their
interests and reading levels.

Children’s Charities made sure
there were quality books to choose
from, by providing over $10,000
worth of new books to McCallums
Hill Public School and Wallsend
Public School.

We look forward to seeing the
results and understanding if the
tools developed help increase
reading frequency levels.

The reading pilot aims to find out
if recommending books relevant
to a student’s interest will improve
reading enjoyment and increase
reading frequency. Dymocks
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Bushfire Bakesale!
We are so happy to share this
wonderful photo of a group of
friends from Highton Village who
ran a bake sale to raise money for
bushfire relief programs. What a
fantastic effort!

Book Bank Books have Arrived!
Book Bank is our longest running program. Students in years 3-6 receive a
book of their choice every term (four per year) for at least three years which
they are encouraged to swap and share with their classmates during the
term but get to keep and take home at the end.
This year we have over 2,300 students in 14 schools across Australia
participating. Over the past few weeks, they’ve been receiving their books
for term 1 and term 2 and we’ve heard first-hand from teachers about the positive impact this is having at the
schools.
We would like to extend a huge thank you to Vinva, Ha-Ke-Na and Koppers for supporting many of our
Book Bank schools, over many years.
We wanted to share the positive feedback we’ve received from teachers directly involved in this program:

“The joy the children show on receiving their new books each
semester highlights the love they have developed for reading through
this excellent program.”
- Michael Digby, Book Bank Coordinator, Picton Primary School
(supported by Koppers)

“The overwhelming response... was that the Book Bank
Program books have fostered a love of reading and an
engagement with texts not previously evident. In the past students
have been reluctant to select books and read them in class,
for example in 'Drop Everything And Read' (DEAR) time.
They are now keen to read and really enjoy these times.”

“As I’m a firm believer in the
importance of reading and
the rich experience of reading,
I strongly believe that this is
a great initiative that allows
all students to have equal
opportunity to quality texts
and experiences.”
- Teacher, Claymore Public
School (supported by
Ha-Ke-Na)

- Ruth Smith, Classroom teacher,
Warialda Public School (supported by Vinva)
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Our Thanks to Renee Robertson from Ettalong Public School
Ettalong Public School has participated in the Book Bank Program for over 10 years. The books for their 2020
program have now arrived and the students and teachers are absolutely thrilled! These photos were taken by
the immensely talented Renee Robertson who has kindly given us permission to use them in our marketing.
We are incredibly grateful to Renee for helping us in this way and can’t wait to share more of her wonderful
photos in the coming months!
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About Dymocks Children’s Charities
Our mission is to promote a love of
reading and improve literacy outcomes
for all Australian children. Our vision is
a world where all Australian children
have access to good books and read
regularly so they can do well in school
and lead healthier & happier lives.
Children who are exposed to books
and read regularly from a young age
have better educational outcomes and

are healthier & happier. Unfortunately,
according to recent research, literacy
levels in Australia remain of concern,
particularly amongst our most
vulnerable children.

provide brand new books to young
children in priority locations throughout
Australia. Getting good books into kids'
hands is an essential first step towards
improving literacy outcomes.

We believe all children should have the
tools they need to thrive, regardless of
their background.

In the 2019 financial year alone we
provided over 45,000 books to more
than 40,000 children in 149 locations
around Australia.

We run four programs and partner
with like-minded organisations to

Our Programs
Supports primary school libraries & youth support centres in priority locations. This program
restocks libraries with brand new books of choice. This is usually where there is insufficient
funding for books or following natural disasters. We partner with sponsors, Dymock stores
and schools where a need has been identified and double the value of funds raised in RRP
of books (for example: $2,000 raised becomes $4,000 worth of books). The school select the books from a carefully curated
catalogue of quality titles to ensure they receive the books they want and need to suit the individual requirements off the
students. In the FY 2019 over $440,000 RRP of books were delivered to 89 priority locations through this program.
Are mini libraries for pre-school aged children supplied to priority community centres
including kindergartens, hospitals and refugee centres. This program ensures children are
given vital early exposure to books and reading at a critical stage of development. Children are encouraged to borrow the
books to read with parents and carers and for pre schools to use in their literacy programs. Each library contains 60 brand
new age appropriate books in a fully themed bookcase, supplemented with an additional supply of 15 new books in the
second year. In the FY19 we supported over 1,000 children in centres around Australia with 10 Duck Libraries.
Supports students in years 3-6 from priority primary schools. Each child selects a brandnew book of their choice, every term, every year, for at least three years. The students select
their books from a curated list including best sellers and new releases which engages the students with their learning and
cultivates a love of books. The children are encouraged to swap their books during the term and get to keep them at the
end. We currently have 20 schools enrolled in the Book Bank program throughout Australia.
This new program will support primary school aged children in priority locations in their
home environment. Each child will receive a book or books of their choice to keep and use
at home. The program is currently focused on supporting children impacted by COVID-19
(coronavirus). It aims to provide books to support children who have limited or no access
to school facilities, local libraries and have few or no books of their own. Schools face the unprecedented task of swiftly
supporting home-based learning with limited resources. We have developed this new program to support schools and
families in need where we can.

Donate Today!
Support our work by making a donation today.
Visit www.dymockschildrenscharites.org.au
...thanks for letting our school choose
a book we like…it has made me very
very very happy to read. Because I
didn’t know how to before. Now I
do because of you. Thanks.
- Charles Year 4

Get In Touch!
@DymocksChildrensCharities
@DymocksChildrensCharities
@dccaustralia
info@dymockschildrenscharities.org.au

www.dymockschildrenscharities.org.au

